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of the discoverer, the anchor of the Santa Maria, finds general
agreement among historians. Is the more recently discovered
anchor its twin?

BURIED TREASURE
Pirate lore and tales of buried treasure, the romancing por-
trayed in distinctive American literature, which for many
generations has thrown small boys, and their fathers before
them, into spasmodic dreams of emulation, need not be all
fiction.
Few may realize it, but our own near-by West Indies of-
fers more genuine buccaneering history than perhaps any
other single portion of the world. These islands, so closely
bound to the voyages and history of Christopher Columbus,
are only a trifle less famous for their part in another though
less known history, the basis of which has inspired virtually
all our piracy stories of fiction with the yellowed paper chart
grasped in the hand of the pirate skeleton remaining to guard
the secret of the buried chest.
The very "birth nest" of western hemisphere piracy is to
be found in the Caribbean to-day. On the small island of
Tortuga actual buried pirate treasure not so long ago cropped
out in reality to revive the past. Tortuga is not inhabited
except for a small group of blacks who somehow eke out
existence and seldom leave the island. Native fishermen from
the main coast sometimes visit its shores. One of these from
the tiny port of St. Louis sailed his dory across the choppy
channel one day and anchored at the mouth of a small stream
which tumbles down from the jungle island hills. He was
seining for small fish bait when glittering objects in the shal-
low water attracted his attention. He gathered all he could